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GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF ALL

RAILROADS IS PROCLAIMED

President Wilson Last Night Issued Edict Calling for
Possession and Operation of Roads, During War

BECOWES EFFECTIVE AT NOON FRIDAY, DEC. 28

William G. McAdoo is Placed

in Charge as Director General

of Railroads, But Will Retain His Place in the Cabinet—
Driect Management of the Roads Will Remain in the
Hands of Railroad Officials and the Railroads War Board
~—The Chief Practical Effect Will be a Complete Unifica-
tion of All Rail Systems—Proclamation Applies to All
Electric Lines Engaged in General Transportation, With
Interurban Systems Exempted—Government Backing
Will be Given to New Issues of Railroad Securities.,

——

Whnashington. Deec. 28.—Government
possession and operation of the na-
tion's rallroads for the period of the
war was proclaimed by President Wil-
son tonight to become effective at noon
next Friday, December 28.

Wihiliam G. McAdoo, retaining his
pisce In the cabinet as secretary of
the treasury, is placed In charge as
@irector general of railroads.

Every mailroad engazesd in general
transportation with lts appurtenances,
inclunding steamshin lines, is taken
over and all systems will be oparaisd
as one under the director-general

In a statement sasceomponying his
proclamation, the president announc-
ed that as soon as COAgress reassem-
bles he will recommend legisjation
guaranteeing pre-war ecarnings  and
maintenance of railroad properties in
good repair.

Government backing will be given
to new lsmues of rallroad securities
that a ready market may be found.

Came as a Surprise.

The president’'s move, although fore-
ot for weeks, came at this time as
qv&m rprise to nearly everybody

uhington. including rallroad of-
had been generally be-
he wuld awnalt the reassem-
of congress before taking “or’r
in
roads will

Ho n::t.ud.
mﬁm of the
remain in the hands of railroad offi-
cials and the rallroads’ war board
ef five heads, will continue
o d@frect actual operation under Seéc-
McAdoo's general supervision.

A Completes Unification.
Tha chief practical effect of gov-

ernmment operation will be to permit
& complete unification of all rall sys-

eh
arity conferved
act.

tems, impossible under private oper-
ation by reason of statutes prohibiting
pooling ' of rall traffic and earnings.
The roads themselves had gone as far
us they dired in this direction, and it
became known only today that they
had been warned by Attorney General
Gregory that a violation of anti-pool-
ing laws could not be permitted.
This sitvation was fully realized by
President Wilson, who in his state-
ment daclared the rallroads had gone
as fas as they could and that already
some systems were endangering their
earmings in attempting unification.

Intsrurban Lines Exempt.

Although the proclamation applies
to all electric lines engaged in ganer-
al transportation local interurban sys-
tems are specificially exempted.

Congress will be asked to guarantee
earnings equivalent to the average net
operating income of each rallroad In
the three vear period ending June 30,
1917. Rallroad experts “estimate that
this will cost the government next
Yyear in the neighborhood of $100,000,-
000, which can be raised in large part
by Increased freights if the Interstate
Commerre Commission granis the
qus’w“mtor the fifteen Ber

ﬂdﬂe‘:_mm’ee,, cherwlec
t ‘fands,

= m ate

Mﬂ
whle.‘h have to vlth
will continue to perl'orm r tnnc-
tions as heretofore, except t they
will be subject to orders of the director
of railroads.

The president makes it clear that
his decision was not made because of
any failure on the part of any rall-
ma.d,s to perform their whole duty: in

(Continued on Page Seven, Col. 5)

STEAMER TUSCARORA IS
GIVEN UP FOR LOST

With Her Crew of 36 Men — Some-
where MNorth of Cape Breton lsland.

New York. Dec. 26.—The American
Bsteamship Tuscarora, formeriy a lake
wessel and requisitionsed by the United
Btates shipping board for Atlantic
service, together with her entire crew
of 35 men, Is believed to have beem
Jost at sea acmewhere north of Cape
Breton
recelved In shipping circles today
from Nova Scotia.

The advices were that parts of a
bridge, pllot house and deck timbers
from =a large steamer had washed
ashore on St. Paul Island, about 30
miles northeast from Cape North on
Caps Breton island. Shipping men
familiar with that coast and the pre-
walling tides there bhelieve it is from
the missing lake steamer.

The crew of the Tuscarora were re-
eruited in New England She
was mmmnnded by Captain Croweik
- e S

o scarora, h~fore bein i-
mitioned by the =% pping hoa‘n! was
ewned by the Lohigh Valley Trnn.!-
portation Ceo. rnd operated between

SECOND LIEUT. ROOSEVELT
SLATED FOR PROMOTION

Dne of 47 Officers of the Expeditionary
Forceas Abroad.

vell, son of Theodore Roosevelt,
who is proposed for a captaincy of in-

Besidea Lisutenant Roosevelt, one
pther se~ond llautmt of Infaptry,

is proposed for a
-‘Uhincr. and Emmert W.
m infantry, s recommended for
promotion to lileutenant colonel.
three officers are the only
l.n tie combatant services recom-
lntnltt! for advanecsment of more than
Fee-m but First Liestenants H. E.
and AL W. Kenner of the medical
are pro for the rank of
. With
ts are

MILITARY PROTECTION
FOR ALL SHIPYARDS

Is Urged by Directors of the Mer-
chants’ Association.
New York, Dec. 26.—Immediate mil-

tion for shipbuilding and
in New York harbor

1 t;:thutrnltulﬂt-t—’
tbe-mu'r‘otthow.itm
tonight. The step was tak-
conferencea between the ad-
B SRl Tertessmsntivis ot
" ropresantatives
plants having federal con-
dmmum
ship= in courss of
-lthr’h-l-

~

Island, according to advices]

PERSHING_APPROVES WORK
OF KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Plans Are Being Made to Extend Their
Field Service.

An Atlantic Dec, 26.—Field ser-
vimnwor; of Mnlzhu of !(l:‘olumm:

port of the Catholics,

GEN. BLISS TO REMAIN
IN ACTIVE SERVICE |to

Reaches the Rstirement
Age Next Monday.

Washington, Dec. 26.—General Tas-
ker H. Bliss will be retained on active
service as chief of staff of the army

After He

lieved generally General Bliss would
eonthmn in ‘service, but that

some younger would assume the
burdens of the chief of staff. -

AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS
AGAINST CONSCRIPTION

Vote of Those Abroad Indicates

The latest count of the total ballot,
the despatch says, indicates a ma-
Jority of 180,000 against the measure,
ADVANCE IN RATES

ON CANADIAN RAILWAYS

Has Been Granted by the Canadian

Cabled Paragraphs

Charles 8. Smith Released.

Peatrograd, Dec. 26.—Charles S,
SEmith of St Louis, a member of the
American rallway mission in Russia,
who was arrested recently at Tchita,
Siberia, was released after a few
hours of detention, according to ud-
;ices reaching the American embassy
ere,

Losses to Italian Shipping.

Rome, Dec. 26.—The losses to Ital-
{an shipping during the past week
from submarines were three steamers
of more than 1500 tons, two salling
vessels of more than 100 tons and one
salling vessel of lesa than 100 tons.
Two steamers were damaged by tor-
pedoes and were run ashore, while
one salling vessel was damaged but
was towed Into port.

—

EIGHT MEXICAN BANDITS
KILLED AT CANDELARIA, TEX.

By U. 8. Cavalrymen and Ranchers—
Story of the Raid.

Marfa, Texas. Dec. 28 —Eight ban-
dits were killed yesterday when
ranchers and American cavalrymen
fired on a band of Mexican raiders
after the bandits had killed Michael
Welch, driver of a United States mail
stage, and his two Mexican passen-
gers and had looted the L. C. Brite
store at Candelsria, Texas. This was
the official report received here to-
day.

It is reported that Mexican bandits
raided also the Fitzgerald ranch be-
tween here and the river. late last
night, driving off all the horses from
the ranch, and taking a larse quantity
eof provisions, These raiders were be-
Hfeved to have been a part of the band
which raided Candelaria vesterday.

It now is believed the bandits were
a part of Francisco Villa's force which
has heen operating in the Ojinaga dis-
trict.

Ranchers who arrived tonight from
Candelaria brought the first connect-
ed story of the rald.

Only . two men were at the RErite
rench house Christmas morning twhen
the raiders arrived. They were T. T.
Neill, manager of the ranch, and his
son, Sam. Their wives and children
were also at the ranch houss. Tha
father saw the men approaching and
awakened his son. The women and
children were put in the most pro-
tected room and two lone men apened
fire upon the bandits riding wildly to-
ward the house. A desperate rifle
hattle was then fought between Sam
Neill and the leader of the: Mexicans
tat 100 wvards range.

Neill kifted MNis man while His fa-
th«Mtoﬂmuexlamme
‘attempting to galn entrance through
a rear door. Two more bandits were
killed whereupon the remuinder re-
tired for a conference. A Mexican
was then sent to the housse with a
demand that the Neills surrender.

la was refused but T. T. Nell fi-
nally delivered over the keys to the
Brite store nearby and sent a hired
hand to assist in rounding up the
horses in order to save the women
and children froem almost certain mas-
sacre,

While the ntore whs bheing Jooted
by the banidits, Rev. H. M. Bandyv of
the First Christilan Church of Marfa.
drove up in his ear with his family
to spend the day at the Brite ranch.
They herdly escaped but got into the
ranch house, where the minister seiz-
ed a rifle and guarded a window with
other Americans,

At this time the TTnited States mai)
stage from Valentine drove up to the
Brite store earrving Christmas pack-
agea for the Tinited State=z soldiers
stationed at Candelaria. The two
Mexican passengurs were killad before
they eould get ont of the stage. Mi-
chael Welch was taken from the
stase, hanged and his throat out.
Welch, who was ared and partly nar-
n!y:ed, had to be assisted to the place
of his execution.

DECREASES IN L.OSS
OF BRITISH SHIPPING

Eleven Mm-ohn-;!-.— men of Owver 1600
Tons Were Lost Last Week.

London, Dee, 26.. — The losses to
British uh:lpp!nt show a material de-
m for the past week. Acco

the admfralkty
British merchantmen of 1600 tons or
over were sunk during this period by
mine_ or zubmarige, 5s well as one
merchantman under that tonnage and
one fishing veasal The summary:
Arrivals 2.5316; sailings 2.640.
British merchantmen sunk by mine
or submarine, 1608 tons, or ovVer,
eleven; under 1600 tons, one; fishing
vessels, one.
British merchantmen unsuccessful-
Iy s:ﬁnﬂkﬂd twelve, i.neluﬁlng two pre-
viously.

weak ended December 19
seventéen merchantmen were sunk,
fourteen of them of more than 1609
tona. TIn the previous week the losses
were twenty-one, fourteen of jthem of
more than 1800 tons.

NATIDNAE COAL BHORT_AG!
IS AN “ACTUAL® FACT™

Due to Wiping Out of Reserve Supply
and Increased comﬁﬂ!.

New TYork, D-c. 26.— mational coal

ved | shortage, due to the wiping out of the

reserve supply and the increased con-
nnnptinn.!sm “actual fact,” and must

be faced by the small consumer with]
the practice of the “utmost conserva-
tion,” to a report of the New
Ymﬂedtodlwﬁthmﬂ.m
mtnel administrator.

ma-madop-
tion as a conservation measure.

AUTO TRUCK STRUCK BY '
TRAIN AT GROSVENORDALE

sster, Died on Hlow-ybl-luﬁhl.

JETETEY O et
Harntford train

report tonight, eleven| g

The Driver, William Inman of Web-|aia

Dee.u.-h:“

1U.$.10 be Patient

With Russia

IN DEALING WITH THE CHAOTIC
SITUATION THERE

TO AVOID INTERFERENCE

There is a Deep Conviction in Admin-
istration Circles That Government of
Democratic Form Will Develop.

Washington, Dec. 28.—Great fore-
bearance idnd patience will be exer-
cised by the Amerigan government in
dealing with the chaotic Russikin sit-
uation because it Is realized that Ger-
man Iintrigue, working through thin-
ly disguised agents within the ranks
of the Bolsheviki, is doing Hs utmost
to bring about a breach between the
United States and Russia.

¥t was suthoritativesy stated today
that American repregsentatives in
Russia, diplomatie, economic and oth-
ers, will carefully avoid any Inter-
farcnce with the internal politics of the
country and will be guided in their
conduct by the strictest rules of neu-
trality as between the Russian faec-
tions. It I« the purpose to permit the
Russian peaple themselves to work
out their own salvation free from any
American inderference,

Hope For Democratic Government.

There still is a deen seatel convic-
tion in administration cireles that
within a reasonable period of time a
satisfactory and pronably permanent
government of democratic form will be
developed from the present turmoil.

Despatches to the state department
show that cwvery opportunity is being
seized upon by the German agencies
to misrepresent the aritude of Ameri-
ca townrds the Bolsheviki movement
and particolarly to inflame the excit-
able Russian puablic agninst the per-
sonnel of the American emhbassy and
fte head, Ambasrado- Franels.

Much has been mode of the Siilure
of the amhassador to extend officinl
recagnition to the Lenme regime as It
did to the first republican govertment
under L=of and Milukoff and now the
tenslon has become acute over the rou-
tine effor:s of Ambassador Francis to
assist the Red Cross in its work in
gsouthern Ruesia and Rumania, which
has been distorted into a purpose. to
aid a ecounter revolution under Kale-
dines,

KAISER HAD HAHRDW
ESCAPE CHRISTMAS EVE

During a R-pmul Raid by a British
Air Squadren.

eva, Dec, 26,—The German em-
gum-; urning with hiy «“taff from
erdun front, bhad = rparrow escape
during the re raid o a ih-itluh
alr squadron on Mannhelm Christmas
eve, according to a despatch from
Basel. Only about an hour eariier
'the emperor's special train left the
sration, which was partly destroyved
by several bombs.. A section of the
ltragks was torm up, cutting commu-
nication north.

‘In fact, the empsro¥s train was the
last to leave Mannheim and no trains
arrived at Bascl yesterday from that
eity. . Two bombs fell on the palace,
and.one on the - suspension bridge
across the Neckar river, both strue.-
tares hsing badly damngm‘l An am-
munitior: factory in a northern suburb
was blown up: few persons ware kill-
ed here, however, as Lhe employes
were having a heoliday. A consider-
ahle number of presons were killed
bor injured within the town and sev-
era! were blown into the Rhine.

MINNEAPOLIS MILLS ARE

GRINDING “WAR FLOUR™
is Designed to an- 16,000,000
Bushels of Wheat in the Present

Crop Year.

M eapolis. Minn.,, Dec. 26.—Lgcal
mills today began grinding “whar flour"”
under the new government regulations
designed to =ave 16.000,000 bushels of
wheat in the present crop year. Under
these regulations, which provide for
the use of T4 cent. of the wheat
berryin instead of only fifty per cent.
two grades of flour will be eliminated
and the output will be listed as war
flour of first and second grades.

The change resulted in a sharp re-
duction in bran prices and a drop in
the prices of other by-products also

expected. -
Beveral milling ‘companies were
compelled to suspend operations tem-
porarily becanse of lack of proper
oqnlpment for grinding the new flour.
Membars of, the food nistration
milling division md that cause
the large supply of flour now on the
market, it would be some time before
war flour, reached the consumer,

FLOUR PRICES ARE .
INCREASED AT BALTIMORE

Due to Lowering the Price of Mill
Feed to the Millers.

Baltimore, Md., Dec. 338—Flour
prices were advanced today from 20
tussmnunbuml._mrﬂn: to
grade.

This Increase price was an-
nmmdbyonedtheludtum
in this section, who says its action
will be followed by all millers, as the
rise is wholly due to the action of the
food administration in mum
price of mmmtottlip
Blended patent flour, the top grade,
was advanced thirty cents, while
spring patents had the extreme ad-
mmotthirty-tﬂ.n_e-tnlbnm!.
The advance ‘less than one-half
a reduction made by the millers a
few weeks age.

NEW RUSSIAN GOVEI“;IHENT
ESTABLISHED AT VORONEGE

Russian Consul at Seattle "Received |-
Csble by Way of India.

vernment.-at Voronege.
nt‘:m ’v

of.

ltalians Gunﬁnue
Counter Attacks

GAINED GROUND, BUT WERE UN-
ABLE TO HOLD IT

CESSATION IN BATTLES

In Peace Parieys the Teutons Have
Failed to Return and Answer the
Demands Made by the Bolsheviki.

Except on the northern Ttallan front
the military operations continue for
below normal. In France, where snow
has fallen olong the. entire front, only
bombardments and small raiding op-
erations are taking place.

Counter- Attacks by ltalians.

+ West of the Brenta river in the Iiali-
an nighlands the Italians on Christmas |
day continued their counter-attacks
upon the Austro-German forces w hich |
previously had succeeded in making |
gains on Co! Del Rossoa and Monte De
val Belin.. The battle waged through-
out the mcernlng with great violeneo
and the italinns wresied several of
their former positions from the enemy,
hut owinz to rencwed onslanghts by
the Teutonic allied forces they were
again compem=d to glve ground.

The-Berlin war office admits thnt the |
Italians threw heavy counter attacks
against the invad:ors on the Col Del
Ros=so and neighboring sectors, but as-
serts that »11 of them broke down un-
der heavy losses,

Peace Parleys Beclouded.

The situation surrounding the prace
parieys bztween the Austro-Germans
and the Russians is still beclounded ow-
ing to lack of detzils being pérmitted
to come through, but at last accounts
the Germans had failed to return and
answer to the demands made by the
Bolsheviki delegates. On the contrary
they * had requested that the negotia-
tions be extended for virtually another
month. Meantime a German com-
mission has started for Petrograd from
Beartin 1 = an endeavor to re-
store relations hatween Germany and
Russia and also to reach a settlement

|\'.‘ith the Russiang for an exchange of
i eivilinn

and incapacitated war prison-
ors,

SHIPBUILDING DELAYED
BY LABOR TROUBLES

Strikes and O-t-har -Ei;p‘utas Caused a
Loss of 536,992 Working Days.

Washington Dec. 2Z6.—Labor troubles
were blamed for much of the delay in
the government's shipbujpding prp-
grathme by Raymond B. vens, vice
chalrman of the shipping board tes-
tifying today in the senate commerce
committee’'s lnveuugnion.

Since the Unit tates went to War,
Mr. Stevens siid, shipyards have lost
n total of 586,992 working days by
strikes and other disputes. This he
figures represents the work of 20000
men for a month. Happily. said Mr.
Stevens the situation is improving by
reason of measures talten by the board
to adjust differences wherever they
arise. ¥

Senators took a Hvely Interest in the
story of the labor situation and the
inquiry turned to the whole subject
and its position during the war. Ques-
tions as to the wisdom of conscrip-
tion of labor for ship yards and other
government work drew from Mr.
Stevens' emphatic opposition to any
attempt to force civilians to work un-
der prescribed conditions and govern-
ment fixed wages.

$30,000 FIRE IN FURNITURE
WAREHOUSE AT WATERBURY

Three Hcﬂu in an Adjoumng Stable
Were Suffocated.

Waterbury, Conn., DNec. 26—Fire late
this afterncon gutited the lower flnor
of the Boston Furniture Company's
warehous2 on Scovil street, causing a
dnmage ronghly estinmted at 3$30,000.
Thuee valuable draft horses in an ad-
jolning stable were suffocated and
thie others were rescued but two suf-
fered so severely from the effects of
the smoke “that they may dle. The
origin of the fire is 2 mystery and will
be the subject of an Investigation by
the fire marshal tomorrow. .The fare-
house was In charge of two men, one
of whom- was Cus Pfelffér. The -oth-
er was only known by his firat name.
woJxj ssureg pojussead USTOAILJ
spreading to the large four-story brick
and iron store of the company which
is only separated from the burned
buflding by a three story wooden
building. .

ARRESTED FOR BOASTING
HE WAS A' GERMAN SPY

Andrew Swum-i-k of Rhinelander, Wis.,
Has Been Intermed.

Madi=zon, Wis, Dec. 26 —Reneated
assertions of Andrew Swornik, Rhine-
lander, Wis, that he was a German
spv fell upon unheeding ears until a
federal officer from Madison dropped
in on him, henrd his stories and arrest-
ed him. Today an order for his in-
ternment arrived from Washington.

Heimuth Toepper, Darll‘nston Wis.
also was arrest®d ordsred in-

VICE ADMIRAL WEMYSS
SUCCEEDS Anmiuu. JELLICOE

The Latter Has Been Elevated to the
‘PurugoForGondWofk.' -

London, Dec. 26.—Viece A.dm‘ fral
Rosslyn Wemyss has heent:min

Admira!
Str John R. Jelllcoé, -according to an
official announcement issued this eyv-
ening.

Admitral :I'emm has ‘been elevated
to the peerage in recognition of his
vary distincuished services. The hope

s expressed that his experience may
be utflizad wm- in another import-

ant post.

— e SR
1200 TOTALLY BLINDED

~ BY HALIFAX EXPLOSION

Thtﬂnipri!yof'ﬂnm Are . Young

‘Women and Children.
Dec. 26.—The esti-

men, wWomen
become " totally or
t of the re-

r|in “adopting” individual

Condensed Telegrams

The loss of property at Halifax is
estimated at $50 000 000,
Boston ranks first
division for enlistments.

in the eastern

in the
Ameri-

Greece wants her citizens
United States to enlist in the
can army.

The Christmas mail that passed
through the Boston central postotfice
was 4,000 tons.

A British transport loaded with
wounded Canadian soldiers arrived at
an Atlantic port.

The names of one American killed
and one wounded appeared on the Ca-
nadian casualty [ist.

Washnigton hotel proprietors advis-
ed guests that nll lights must be
turned out at mltim;nl

Four hundred enlisted men at Camp
Wheeler. Ga. Ileft the camp for the
holidays without permission.

New
o

der

2O

Forty prisoners of the
reformatory were reloased

| their homes over the holidays

Major Arthur Brice de Saulles, the
father of Juck Longer de Saulles
from grief over the death of his son.

The trustees of the First
church of Mount Vernon N. Y.
started a coal f‘ﬂl‘l‘it‘l"\al on movement.

All private homes heated by hot
water, steam or vapor plants,
Washington will be restricted to soft
coal,

Secretaries Baker and Daniels =ent
Christmas greeting to the fighting
forces on land and sea and to their
families.

Two commissioned officers and two
sergeants of the American forces in
France were injured in an automobile
accident.

The work that women may do during

on Labor.

One man was killed and nine oth-
erz were serlousiy Injured In a wreck
between two electric cars flve milles
¢ast of Canton, O,

A memorial mass was celebrated in
San Marco church, Venice 1in com-
memoration for the delivery of Jerusa-
lem: from the Turks.

Arthur M. Harris, Vice President of
the firm of Harris Forbes & Co
bankers will leave for Frunce soon as
Y. M. C. A, secretary,

A prics to be paid by the government
for sil'f'r In agreement with western

wm bhe announced soon.

VthJa!mur Stefanssen, the Arctic
explorer, last heard from in a letter
received in March 1918 has arrived
.with his party at Fort Yukon.

The supreme court of New Hamp-
shire refused a new trial to Frederick
L. Small awaiting execution on Jan-
uary 15 for the murder of his wife,

The London War Office announced
that 7.000 Canadian troops had been
granted war crosses for bravery. Nine-
teen-men were granted the Victoria
Cross.

Rev. Michael O'Kane, 8. J., form-
or president of Holy Cross College and
gince 1914 rector of the Church of the
Jesu in Philadelphin, died In Worcester,
Muass

Orders were issued that no new war
contracts shall be placed in Buffalo
before the war industries board certifies
trere is pnower sufficient for the man-
ufacture.

A lifeboat from the American steam-
er Tuscarora believed to have been
lost with all hands was picked up by
the lizht keeper on St. Paul's Island,
Nova Scotia.

The “American Poets' Ambulance in
Italy” announced that it had success-
fully accomplished its purpose and
safd that the accounts would be audit-
ed in January

The Interstate Commerce Commis-
slon ordered reductions ranging from
two to four per cent. in class and
commondity rates from the east to
Michigan points.

The New York Board of Education
will consider the recommendation that
Miss Fanny Ross a schdol teacher. be
suspended for six months for spoken
oppaosition to the draft.

Robert U. Grannis, formerly vice
president of the Mutual Life Tnsur-
ance Company and secretary of the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
died at Mortistown, N. J

Genernl Pershing reported that Pri-
vate Andrew Oubuchon, engineers, was
accidentally killed in Francé Decem-
‘der 22, Aubuchon’s mother, Mrs,
Theodore Aubuchon, lives at Bonne
Terre, Mo. *

A crowded trolley car jumped the
track near Spencer Center, Mass,
Monder night. skidded across the street
and red~d over on its side against a
bank seriously Injuring, nine people
Fand slightly injuring seven.

The first production of “Asora,” on
merican opera by Henry Hadley, text
by Dav¥id Stevens, was given at Chi-
cago last night by the Chicago Grand
Opera company, the composer conduct-
ing. The cast was entirely American.

The American expeditionary force
in France wishes to discourage the
budai praciice of American women
soldiers In
France for the period of the war. The
‘practice threatens to ehoke the con-
gested malil service.

A letter declaring nine bombs had
been placed in the executive mansion.
eapitol building police. station "and
residences of “two head officers of the
state” in Sacramento, has _been re-
ceived by the governor of Caliefrnia.
The writer demanded §50,000.

President Sanfuentes of Chile denied
that there was any foundation for the
statment of Count Von TLuxburg in

his desfiatches to.Berlin that Chile was
to be drawn into ‘an alllance with
Argentina and Bolivia for the par-
pose of forming a .South American

cy of the United States.
Paris telegsram_ an

A nounces the
death, at the age of 5 years, of Fath-
er Emanuel Baw{. superior of

|
Baptist |
ltli' wiiitle
{ gard
| ply

in

| particulariy

the war was outfined by officials of the !
New England section of the Committee |

inquiry

prodocers has been agreed upun and

bloc opposed to the war poli-

U.S.Men in France
Lack Equipment

ENOUGH FOR TRAINING, THOUGH
NOT FOR FIGHTING

MAJ.-GEN. O’RYAN SAYS

Told Senate Military Committee That

the Need of the War is Artillery

and Clothing of Heawvier Quality. 2
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mental routine to sup-
of winter clothing to
men in the l";l'n|rH. The action was
hased upon laite reporis reaching the
committee as well as upon evidence
heard last week.
General O'Ryan’s Testimony.
Most of General O'Ryvan’s testimeny,
that referving to condi-
tions at the front was heard in exec-
utive session. He was questioned for
three hours with the doors closed, but
the public was given an opportunity to
hear him for an howr during which he
discussed chiefly the situation at home.
General O'Rvan sald his men were ade-
quately equipped for tramining. though
not for fizhting and that he would like
to see them have two more rnonths be-
fore (hey went to the front. He told
the committee that the great need of
the war was artillery and recommend-
el that the troops abroad be supplied
with winer clothing of heavier quality.
Major Generals Willlam Wrisht and
Eidwin St. John Greble, scommanders at
Camp Doniphan. Oklahoma, and Bowie
Texas respectivaly, who nalso have
heen abrond will testify tomorrow If
théy reach Washington in time., Oth-
erwise the committee will proceed with
the examination of Major General
| Eharpe, quartermaster gemreral in the
into the clothing, cantonment
and transnportation

Mrs. Humiston Told to Send Written
Statement.

Mrs. Grace Humiston of New York,
who Jhas investigated social conditions
at some of the tralning ecamps and
!Whﬂ‘?t‘ statements were denounced hy
Secretary Baker, comferred today with
Chalrman Chamberfain, who told her
to send in a written statement if she
had any informaticsh to give the com-
mittee.
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L.NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE
C-'IJBAN SUGAR CROP

Have Been Vnr!::llly Complnted—lt in
Estimated at 3,600,000 Tons.

New York Dec. 26.—Negotiations for
the purchase of & large part ol the
Cuban sugar ecrop, just mnow being
harvested and amounted and amount-
ing to an estimated 3 600,000,000 tons,
Jor theuse of the United States and its
allies, have been virtually completed
by the International Committee and the
Cuban committee appointed by Presi-
dent Menocal of Cuba. it was an-
nounced here today. The price was
said to be $4.60 a hundred pounds, F.
O. B. Cuba.

NO MASKING AT NEW
ORLEANS MARDI GRAS

To Forestall German Agents Getting

About the City Under Disguise.

New Orleans, ILa., Dec. 26.—Publie
masking, heretofore a prominent fea-
ture of tise last day of the Mardi Gras
carnival, will not be permitted next
yvear, Mayor Behrman announced to-
nicht, to remova possibility of “seri-
ous trouble which mizht ocecur were
agents of the German zovernment
permitted to get about the city under -
disguise.”

Shortly after the United States en-
tered the war it was decided to give
up carnival balls and parades.
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15,000 IRON WORKERS IN
. SAN FRANGCISCO WALK CUT

All Engaged ir‘o Industries Other Than
Shipbuilding. :

S8an Franelsco, Dec. 26.—Practically
all of the 15000 iron workers affected
by the strike uitimatum of the fron
trades council. asking a ten per cent.
wage bonus, had walked out of the
250 foundries and plants in the Ban
Francico Bay region, engaged in in-
dustries other than shipbuilding -by
noon today, according to announce-
ment of the  California Metal Trades
Association.

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
IS OPEN TO DRAFT MEN

Provided They Are Not Needed to
Fill 18 Per Cent. Quota.

Hartford, Conn., Dec. 26.—A tele-
gram was received by Governor Hol-
comb from Provost Marsha] General
Crowder today stating .that men n
Connecticut called under the draft
would be allowed to enlist in the navy
or marine corps until further notice
provided that their local exemniion
Fboards certificd that they were not
needed to complete the 15 per cenk
quota  mow béing Hilled.

OBITUARY.

4
Henry A. Eastman.
Middletown, Conn., Dec. 28.-—Henry
A. Eastman, n veteran of the Civil war
and three times a member of the Con-
necticut l(-etﬁl.uur«', Is dead at the
home of his 'son heére. He _was 77
vears of ago and senml as a socond
lisutenant in Compar 2,
Connectiont Tnfantry,
‘Ashford In the legislat: 'r:‘-- of 1
1913 and Colchester in 1886,
George Alvah Kittredge.
Brookline, Mass,, Dec, 20—George
Alvah Kittredges, a. pioneer in the op-
eration of street rallways in India, died
at his home here' today, aged 854 yvears.
Ay Kittredge lived in Bombay for
more than half a century, going there
as a representative of consular inter-

ests ' as soon as he gradusted frome
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